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Providence. The only course offered was radio repair with 
the first graduating class of fewer than 20 students. When 
Richard Gouse became President, he immediately began to 
invest in new equipment to meet the challenging needs of the 
workplace. Initially uncertain of his investment in modern 
technology, his instincts were correct as the institution began 
to grow. In 1977, the name was officially changed to New 
England Institute of Technology. 

From those humble beginnings, thanks to President Gouse’s 
leadership, NEIT is a private, non-profit technical university, 
comprised of three campuses (two in Warwick, RI and the 
main campus in East Greenwich, RI). NEIT offers more than 
50 technical and professional certificates, undergraduate and 

graduate degree programs. “From the beginning, I believed 
that we could combine experiential education with theory 
and a large selection of liberal arts courses and award our 
students a college degree,” stated President Gouse. 

Throughout the past 80 years, NEIT has provided its stu-
dents with the utmost in experiential learning environments 
utilizing today’s high-tech equipment found in the workplace. 
President Gouse has led the university’s growth at the East 
Greenwich campus as the first residence hall opened in 2017 
housing more than 400 students from the United States and 
abroad. He established the College of Health Sciences in the 
Spring of 2021 occupying 50,000 sq. ft. within the 320,000 
sq. ft. main campus building. Here more than 15 healthcare 
undergraduate and graduate degree programs are offered 
utilizing the latest medical facilities and equipment available.

President Gouse has been recognized for his years of 
dedication to higher education. He was inducted into the 
Rhode Island Heritage Hall of Fame in 2019 as the longest 

serving college president in the United States. As a 1968 
graduate of Brown University, he has been a long-time 
supporter of its athletic programs. President Gouse was 
inducted into the Brown University Athletic Hall of Fame in 
1998 receiving the Paul L. Maddock ’33 Award. Because of 
his exceptional support of Brown football, the new playing 
surface at the stadium was named the Richard Gouse Field 
at Brown Stadium in September 2021. 

“It was been a pleasure to serve as President of this 
university for these past 50 years,” stated President Gouse. 
“The challenges, opportunities, and growth of New England 
Tech have been met by dedicated faculty and staff, and the 
success of our graduates and students are reflected in that 
commitment. As we approach the period beyond the pan-
demic, there is reason to believe that New England Tech will 
grow and continue to lead in the delivery of experiential, 
career focused post-secondary education. I look forward to 
participating in this exciting time for NEIT.” 

What did you do to get started with your 
career?

After spending some time as a deckhand 
on a lobster boat, I was able to secure a job on 
URI’s research vessel, Endeavor. Ironically 
enough, I was having car trouble one day, and 
while trying to get the car to start, I met a man 
who I would later learn was the chief engineer 
on the Endeavor. I was lucky to stumble into 
a position in the engine room, as the two as-
sistant engineers were moving on. I worked 
on the Endeavor, and then the Sikuliaq out of 
Seward, Alaska for nearly six years. I spent more 
than 1,000 days at sea and traveled across the 
continent and beyond. After meeting the love 
of my life, I concluded my time as a mariner.
Tell us about your current position.

I now work for a large marine construc-
tion company with offices across the country 
as the dive equipment manager for their East 
Coast division. The job involves inspecting and 
maintaining life support equipment for com-
mercial divers and delegating those tasks as 
needed. It is a challenge I enjoy because I must 
balance my physical tasks and my administra-
tive responsibilities. Opportunities to work on 
equipment are abundant, and I am encouraged 
to design procedures and best practices as our 
division grows.

What do you feel ultimately 
prepared you for your position?

The chief engineer on the Endeavor 
taught me how to repair equipment 
when others would simply replace it. 
When you are thousands of miles from 
a port and several days away from as-
sistance, you don’t have much choice. 
He taught me how to run the plant, how 
to foresee problems and how to fix a 
leak with floss and toothpaste. He saw 
potential in me when I was struggling 
to get my diesel 1999 Volkswagen 
Beetle to start, and NEIT gave me 
the skills to have the confidence to 
try. I was given a strong foundation 
for the knowledge and experience 
that I have built. There is no replace-

Automotive Technology + Marine Technology = Successful Career

The Legacy of New England Tech President Richard Gouse
All administrators, faculty, staff, students and graduates at New England 
Institute of Technology (NEIT) wish to extend their sincere congratulations 
to Richard I. Gouse as he celebrates his 50th anniversary serving as 
President of the university. This milestone makes him the longest serving 
college president in the country. President Gouse has never lost sight of 
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Congratulations to the NEIT Respiratory Care Summer 2021 Graduating Class!  




